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the Metropolis, and the virtual cessation of their
street-patrol work, there has been a very noticeable
diminution in the numbers received at some of the
Homes.

Again, the tendency already noted for some matrons,
of those Homes not affiliated to an Agency, to work in
" water-tight compartments/' taking very little active
interest in work of a similar nature which may be
going forward outside their immediate neighbourhood
does not assist in the smooth distribution of cases.
The result of this is that, if a girl applies at a Home
which happens to be full, or for any other reason
cannot receive her, she is not always able to obtain
reliable information or advice as to where to apply,
and may make more than one fruitless journey before
she is taken in.

It would probably be an advantage if telephones
could be provided .at a greater proportion of the Homes
and if information could be distributed periodically
which would be likely to awaken among matrons and
superintendents a wider knowledge of, and interest in,
the work of other institutions. The potential value of
a central co-ordinating agency is perhaps as obvious in
connection with the question of contact with would-be
applicants and inter-communication among the Homes
as in any other branch of the work.